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United States History

The Americans by McDougal Littell

Objective: 
To give students an in-depth look into our nation’s history. After the 

completion of this course, students should be able to explain how the 
events of the past have led to the formation of the America we live in 
today.

Course


Description:
We will cover the time from the emergence of the 13 original colonies

through the Reagan Administration and if time allows, the 


conclusion of the Cold War.  The text will be supplemented by 

lectures, video, audio, and handouts.
1st Quarter:
Chapters 2, 4, 5, 6, 9
2nd Quarter
Chapters 10, 11, 12, 14, 16, 17, 18
3rd Quarter
Chapters 19, 21, 22, 23, 24
4th Quarter
Chapters 25, 26, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32


Chapters 10, 16, 28, 29 may not be covered in their entirety.

Homework:
Reading will be required every night to help the student keep pace with the rest of the class.  Homework assignments will be given on a regular basis will be due on the designated day.  NO LATE HOMEWORK WILL BE ACCEPTED. 


(Teacher’s discretion for extreme circumstances)

Reading Journal:
See accompanying handout for instructions. 

Journals will be checked periodically through out each unit and will be collected on the day of each test and will account for most of the homework points.  If typed, due on turnitin.com

Attendance:
Any student who reports tardy to class will have 5 points deducted 

from their 
Class Participation/Attendance grade.  Any student 

caught sleeping in class or working on another subject will have 10 

points subtracted from their Class Participation/ Attendance grade. 

Start with 100 points for the first semester.

Quizzes:
Quizzes will be given on a weekly basis at the instructor’s discretion.


The instructor reserves the right to give pop quizzes.

Examinations:
Examinations will be given at the end of each unit.  Some units will 

consist of a single chapter, while others may be multiple chapters.  

The final examination at the end of each semester will be cumulative.

Make-up:
Students will be allowed to make-up an assignment or test with an excused absence only.  If you know you are going to be absent on a test day, you can make prior arrangements to take the test before that day.  


ATHLETES – Work is due on designated day regardless of missing school for an athletic event.  

Grading:
– Class Work/Homework/Current Event


-  Reading Journal


– Class Participation/Attendance


– Projects/DBQ


– Quizzes


– Test______________________         


Point Total per Quarter

 Cheating:
Cheating will not be tolerated in any shape or form.  Cheating is also 

considered turning in any assignment which you did not personally 

complete.  This includes any homework, reading journal, class work, 

quizzes, examinations or any other assignment to be turned in for a 

grade.  Any student caught cheating will receive a zero on the 

assignment and be sent to the Dean’s Office.

Class Rules:
1) No talking in class, unless called upon by the teacher

2) Cell phones, iPods, and headphones, if seen in class, will be taken and given to the deans at my leisure


3) No food/gum is allowed to be eaten in class


4) Be respectful and courteous of all your classmates


5) The restroom is to be used only in emergency cases and will count 

as a tardy

You learn to speak by speaking, to study by studying, to run by running, to work by working; and just so, you learn to love by loving. All those who think to learn in any other way deceive themselves.

- Saint Francis De Sales

HISTORY READING JOURNALS

“Opportunity is often missed by people, because it is dressed overalls and looks like work.” T.A. Edison

The reading task which you are undertaking in this class is not an easy road, and it is often possible to read over many pages and then wonder what it was you just read.  To help you avoid wasting your study time, and to help you gain a deeper understanding of history, you must complete reading journal for each unit.  This journal will be checked periodically, and will receive a grade at the end of each unit.  This assignment is your opportunity to make sure that you have a deep enough understanding to really analyze history, and it will organize your information into a format which will help you efficiently study for your unit exams and your cumulative semester exam.

The journal must be organized in a 3-ring notebook.  Units should be separated with labeled section dividers which include the following information.


A. Summary of the chapter




1. A back to back summary of all the major points in the chapter




2. Needs to be in essay form.  (Introduction, thesis, body and 





conclusion.)




3.  If you need a prompt to start writing, what do you think the 




purpose of learning this chapter was?   


B. Each unit’s “Main idea” questions.  The main idea questions can be found in 


the chapter assessment part of the book.




1. All the questions answered completely. 




2. One sentence answers will not be accepted.


C. A Page of identifications for each unit 



1.  Identifications will be on the board at the beginning of each class.  



The terms will change daily and depend on the lecture.


READING JOURNALS WILL BE WORTH A SIGNIFICANT PART OF TOTAL GRADE

I have read all three pages of the syllabus and understand what is expected for the 2009-2010 school year in US History.

Student Signature_______________________________________________

Student Printed Name___________________________________________

Parent Signature________________________________________________

